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ABSTRACT

The governments of many democratic countries assume that the citizens' participation
is very valable for the existence of proper governmd®litical parties and their
leaders wish to attract as many voters as possible, through political campaigns in
order to achieve a greater amount of votes in parliamentary eleclibas.is the
reason why therés an attempt tsearch new ways of approaching citizeough

new interactive ways of communicatiorhe use of social networking todias made
significant progress in recent years with the spread of the Intgrastes and their
leaders have begup tinderstand the impact of digital media to the citizensers.

This has resulted in the creation of official websites and profiles on various social
media networkingThrough them,parties report thé political positions, upload
videos frominterviewsor speechesffering Internet users the ability for information

and bidirectional communicatiomn this way, citizens are able to monitor and
comment on political events, participating actively in governaricke state.

Through this project, our goal i® understand in what degree the use of social
networking tools influences political parties and political leaders on the outcome of
elections. To draw conclusions, first we collect the necessary data, which are derived
from the social networking tools wehoose to use, and we elaborate them with
specific tools. Then, we display through tables and graphs the results of the research.

The general conclusion which emerges is that the Greek political parties have realized
the potential of social media netwangiand have made some steps towards their use.
Mostly, they use first generatiatools: websites, providingne wayinformation, in
which the 3 political nongovernmental partiasParliamentgive greater emphasis in
the position paperand newsletters wla the 2 governmental partigs Parliament
give emphasisni photographs bulack on tools of tweway communicéion (e.g.
forum, blog). Lessis the use of second generation tools (e.g. facebook, twitter,
youtube)mainly from the 5 political parties iRariament (and in greater degree of the

2 governmental parties) and le&stm the rest 1Jpolitical partiesoutsideParliament

It is therefore essential for the Greek political parties to imprmveuality and in
guantity the use of these tools in ordeo promote their positionand their
bidirectional communication with citizens both in thelection campaignand more
generally, drawing otheir experiencand that of the respective partiglsroad.
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